
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
May 17, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
May 17, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; and Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Engineering Manager/Interim General Manager; 
Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, 
Operations Manager; Kathy White, HR Manager; Kevin Tate, Community Relations 
Manager; Sally Saxton, Senior Accountant/Acting Finance Manager; Cathy Langlow, AP 
Clerk/Deputy Auditor; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; 
Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Curt Tronsdal, Terri Cook, Mike Newman.  District 
Employees:  Larry Saunders, Chris Shaff, Mike Demers. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Minutes of the May 10, 2016 
Commission meeting as sent.  The motion passed. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve payment of Voucher Approval No. 2675 - 
Voucher Nos. 6239-6301, Payroll Check Nos. 14491-14569 ($381,908.86) 05/17/16.  
Commissioner Cook abstained.  The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Interim General Manager Sidhu reported the 
following: 

• A photograph of WTP Superintendent LeBlanc and Derek Pell, P.E., Planning 
and Engineering Manager, WA State Department of Health (DOH) NW Drinking 
Water Operations taken at the WTP when the District received the treatment 
optimization (TOP) Award on April 5 appeared in the DOH newsletter, H2O Ops. 

• Regarding denial, upon consultation with an attorney, of a recent public records 
request for video taken in the audience of Commission meetings; further review 
of a recent Supreme Court decision by the attorney indicates that videos being 
taken by members of a Commissioner’s family create a public record.  Reminded 
the Commission that any notes being taken during meetings and any business 
conducted with their personal email are creating public records as well and are 
subject to disclosure.  Commissioner Robertson stated that it is in the best interest 
of a Commissioner to retain any notes or emails or videos as they are subject to 
disclosure and fines if they are deleted.   

Attorney Gilbert stated that when the request was first received, it was indicated 
that the District did not own nor had any control over the video; therefore, could 
not disclose it.  Upon review of the Supreme Court decision by the attorney, as 
Interim Manager Sidhu mentioned, the District reversed its decision.  He 
reminded the Commission that they are Commissioners 24/7 and need to be aware 
that their communications are subject to public disclosure. 

Commissioner Robertson asked that the record reflect he never helped set up 
camera equipment, never took down camera equipment and never even changed 
the batteries in the camera.  He stated his wife started taping the meetings and he 
never reviewed any of the tapes she took.  Commissioner Cook stated 
Commissioner Robertson was handing the camera to Judy Littlefield and storing 
equipment at the District; Commissioner Robertson replied yes, he handed the 
camera to Judy in his wife’s absence.  Clerk of the Board Carpenter stated that the 
tripod belongs to Judy Littlefield who asked if it could be stored in the closet, to 
which she replied yes and it was labeled as belonging to Judy Littlefield.  She 
stated that Commissioner Robertson never asked about storing any equipment at 
the District, nor was he informed that the tripod was being stored for Judy 
Littlefield. 



Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported the following: 
• Crews have completed the Waugh Road Project including performing surface 

restoration work.  The District received a letter from a property owner 
commending the crew for a great job.  To date the crews have replaced 4,400 
lineal feet of pipe.  This week District crews are replacing lines in advance of the 
Curtis Street and Jameson Street roundabout project in Sedro-Woolley.  This 
work will add 500 feet to the pipe replacement total.   

Commissioner Robertson asked about the timeline for the Mann Road LUD closeout; 
Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik replied that numbers are being finalized and 
staff is waiting on the final archaeological costs to be able to prepare preliminary 
assessment notices and schedule the hearing. 

IT Manager Chrysler reported that everything is on track for the NorthStar and Cayenta 
conversion and staff is working out the final bugs and details.  

Commissioner Littlefield stated he had received an email from a customer regarding 
issues with the meters, meter locations and accounts at Northern State; Community 
Relations Manager Tate replied that the property was annexed into the City and a Meter 
Technician is working with them to map out the locations of 17 meters.  Interim Manager 
Sidhu stated that the customer received a response from the District the day she sent her 
email.  

Commissioner Littlefield asked if the District is still taking water from two pumps at the 
Skagit River Diversion; Operations Manager Fox replied yes; however, shaft bearings are 
on order for O&M on one pump. 

Human Resource Manager White reported that hearing tests are coming up for all 
employees that are required to have testing.  She stated that the mobile testing center will 
be on site Wednesday, June 8 and all employees are welcome to have the test performed. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu stated that as mentioned last week, the 
District received a DOH grant of $30,000 which it plans to use for an appraisal of the 
Gilligan Creek Watershed property.  He stated that Environmental Services Coordinator 
Trueman will present a status update regarding the process to date regarding Watershed 
Protection through Land Acquisition to Minimize Impacts to Water Quality for Public 
Water Systems.  Environmental Services Coordinator Trueman presented a PowerPoint 
presentation that included the following: 

• 2013 Watershed Management Plan 
• Critical Area Classification Map 
• Gilligan Creek 
• Photograph of Gilligan Creek Intake 
• Photograph of Gillgan Creek Flow 
• Recent Activity 
• Gilligan Creek Diversion Potential Acquisition Area and Aerial Imagery (2013) 

Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the proposed land acquisition, including 
identification of area around Gilligan that is the most important for future acquisition, 
previous Cold Springs timber harvests, land value, previous discussion with 
Weyerhauser, currently no permits for logging in the proposed area, Salmon Creek water 
right and potential mitigation, potential District property that could be sold, potential 
DOE funding (on the list for 25% loan forgiveness at 2% interest over 20 years), loan 
approval is due July 1 and must be signed by January 2017, and appraisal and type. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented Work Order No. 15 under HDR 
Engineering’s Agreement for Professional Services for the Mundt Creek Intake 
Improvements which is a follow up to the District’s success with the Gilligan Creek 
Intake screen.  He stated that the District is pursuing redesign of the Mundt screen and 
construction for 2017.  Environmental Services Coordinator Trueman provided an update 
regarding water loss due to clogging of the current intake screen with rocks and debris, 
improved water flow with the redesign, and recouping approximately $25,000 per year 
that will would no longer have to be spent pumping water that can’t currently be taken 
from Mundt Creek.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the proposed work order is for 
screen design in the amount of $54,880 and indicated that the intake is more accessible 



than Gilligan and will not be as difficult.  Environmental Services Coordinator Trueman 
stated that HDR designed the Gilligan Intake.  Commissioner Littlefield stated he would 
entertain a motion regarding Work Order No. 15.  Commissioner Cook moved to approve 
Work Order No. 15 with HDR Engineering as presented and to authorize the Interim 
General Manager to enter into said Work Order not to exceed $55,000.  The motion 
passed. 

Under New Business, HR Manager White stated that the Commission selected six final 
candidates for the General Manager position and Prothman has provided a proposal to 
move forward with the interview process.  HR Manager White presented the General 
Manager Interview Process and Dates as proposed by Prothman, including review of the 
plan for the proposed interview process, and suggested interview panels and dates.  
Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the Prothman proposal.  Commissioner 
Cook suggested his own process outline and indicated he had spoken with Bill McDonald 
of Prothman.  Further discussion ensued without resolution.  HR Manager White 
cautioned the Commission that interview times have been scheduled and postponement 
could potentially cause candidates to withdraw and that they have the consultant’s 
recommendation on the table.  HR Manager White asked how the Commission wants her 
to proceed.  Commissioner Robertson stated he believes they are at an impasse and 
Commissioner Littlefield asked if Bill McDonald of Prothman could come and meet with 
the Commission.  HR Manager White asked to be clear that the Commission wants Bill 
McDonald to come and present the same information in person. 

Under Audience Comments, Mike Newman commented on receipt of a public records 
request and stated some information was redacted, but indicated he believed that he 
received other information that should have been redacted.  He stated he had not released 
the information.  HR Manager White stated that the information sent to Mr. Newman was 
reviewed by legal counsel and information that was required to be redacted was.  
Commissioner Cook told Mr. Newman to release the information.  Mr. Newman 
commented that staff might want to review the information. 

Curt Tronsdal commented he thought the Commission was making some progress and 
suggested that they work out the decision regarding the interview process so as not to 
lose ground.   

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook commented on the length of time 
the CFO has been on administrative leave; Attorney Gilbert replied that the situation is 
ongoing and is being handled by the District’s insurance carrier.   

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of May 17, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:55 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


